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The

Conmputerized

Uniform CPA Examination:

"POMING T0 0 LOCATION WEAR You|

HE UNIFORM CPA EXAMINATION IS ONE OF THE WORLD’ S LEADING

hi gh-stakes examinations.

Its purpose is to admit individuals into the profession only after they
have demonstrated the entry-level knowledge and skills necessary to pro-
tect the public interest in arapidly changing business and financial envi-

ronment.

I n order to continue to meet its mis-
sion, the examination has, from
time-to-time, undergone revision and
change. These modificationsin recent
years have included changes in struc-
ture and content, non-disclosure of test
questions, multipleformats, and equat-
ing. The more closely an examination
reflectsthe current real-world environ-
ment, the more effective the test isin
protecting the public interest.

Once again, it is

the Public Accountancy Act in Texas
are twofold:

[ removal of the fee cap in the
current Act to accommodate
theincreased cost of the exami-
nation and the associated com-
puter time; and

[7 alowance for non-numerical

See Computerized Exam, page 2

time to restructure the
examination to ensure
that the process contin-
ues to meet our public
protection mandate. To
this end, the Texas Leg-
islature passed H.B. 430
on April 24 to amend the
Public Accountancy Act.
These changes will pro-
vide the necessary legd
authority to implement
the computerized for-
mait.

The amendments to

What are the benefits
of a computerized exam?

THE CONVERSION TO A COMPUTERIZED EX-
amination will benefit the exam candidates, the
Board, and the profession by increasing:

[7] theability to offer the examination at morefre-
quent intervals and to spread out test dates at
the candidates’ convenience; and

[ theability to offer the examination at morelo-
cations.
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Computerized

Exam
continued from page 1

grading, such as pass/fail, in the
event that it is determined that
such amethod is the best way to
score the exam.

William Holder, CPA, DBA and
Craig N. Mills, EdD, wrote in their re-
cent article “Pencils Down, Computers
Up— The New CPA Exam” inthe Jour-
nal of Accountancy, “A powerful force
that has aff ected the practice of account-
ing is the expanding universe of infor-
mation that accountants must know.
One need look no further than the body
of literature that represents the enforce-
able professional standardsto realizethe
tremendous increase in information that
is the foundation of competent practice.
Further, with the increase in volume has
come a growth in com-
plexity.”

The intent of the

“By restructuring theexami-
nation to a computerized format,
itwill reflect the changesin the
work performed by entry-level
CPAs, including the need for
more complex skills, whilealso
recognizingtheincreasinglyin-
tegral role of technology in the
work product.”

examination will
change if it is comput-
erized, as it will exam-
ine a candidate’s skills
to handle the volume
and complexity of ac-
counting literature in
finding solutions to
exam questions.

The exam is cru-
cial to the responsibil-

ity of state boards of ac-
countancy to protect the
public. It must remain a high-quality
and well-respected means of determin-
ing entry into the accounting profession.

Although the test has been modified
to some extent in recent years, its stan-
dard premise and format remain un-
changed. Holder and Mills believe that
“the new exam must equal or exceed the
current one in its quality or it will not
protect the public.”

Paper-based examinations are lim-
ited in their ability to test higher-level
skills, information technology, and in-
tegration of knowledge across subject
areas. The revised examination has
been targeted for delivery via computer
in order to create an examination expe-

rience that more closely replicates this
“real world” environment. By restruc-
turing the examination to a computer-
ized format, it will reflect the changes
in the work performed by entry-level
CPAs, including the need for more com-
plex skills, while also recognizing the
increasingly integral role of technology
in the work product.

As the profession and the world’s
technology evolves, more emphasis is
put on research and the use of technol-
ogy in problem-solving situations, with
less emphasis on recall of facts.

Holder and Mills state, “ Perhaps the
most obvious change in the practice [of
accounting] is the tremendous and per-
vasive effort of technology; accountants
are able to obtain amost unlimited in-
formation electronically. Developing ef-
fective solutions for client problems in-
volves gathering information. Thus, the
ability to use technology to address and
resolve client problems has become and
important feature of practice.”

They go on to say, “Conseguently, a
practicing accountant doesn’t need sim-
ply to know the answersto practice ques-
tions as they arise but needs, rather, the
ability to find such answers.”

The “real world” — a perspective
that focuses on the changing realitiesin
which the computerized examination
will operate — shows us:

[7 a marketplace that continues to
challengethework of entry-level
CPASs;

[7 the continual evolution of the
services that CPAs provide;

[7 the need for entry-level CPAsto
be technologically competent;

[ the rate and pace at which new
information must be assessed
and assimilated; and

[7 the increasingly complex re-
quirements of the public interest
that the 54 state boards of ac-
countancy serve.

The current paper-based examina-
tion will not keep pace with the need to
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stay aligned with the expanding “real
world” requirements of the entry-level
work. By testing therequired skillsin a
more robust manner, a computerized ex-
amination helps ensure uninterrupted
protection of the publicinterest. A com-
puter-based Uniform CPA Examination
also makes available to the regulatory
community (i.e., the 54 state boards of
accountancy) anumber of powerful ben-
efits, including those shown in the side-
bar on page 1.

Prior to its implementation, a great
deal of study, testing, and analysis of
various models must be completed. The
National Association of State Boards of
Accountancy and the American I nstitute
of CPAS joint committee on the com-
puterized examination initiativeiswork-
ing toward resolving the myriad details
surrounding the conversion to the com-
puterized examination.

Psychometriciansareinvolvedinre-
search to determine whether the com-

accountancy are providing input from the
legislative and regulatory sector, volun-
teer participants are taking part in exam
simulations, and research groupsare pro-
ceeding with various other aspects.

Holder and Mills see the need for a
computerized Uniform CPA Examina-
tion essential to maintaining the esteem
that American CPAshaveearned. “Thus,
we see a profession that is both highly
regarded and yet subject to increasing
criticism and questioning. Thissituation
affectsall accountants and, by extension,
the CPA exam. We do not believe the
current exam fails to protect the public;
however, we do think the exam must
changeif it isto remain effective in pro-
tecting the public interest. We also sug-
gest that to ensure continuous improve-
ment in the midst of critical advancesin
technology calls for substantial modifi-
cationsin theway licensing requirements
are applied to the knowledge and skills
of CPA candidates.”

puterized exam is sound, state boards of 4|
4 N
HE DATES OF FUTURE EXAMS AND THE FILING DEADLINES ARE
shown below. Please use these dates when planning for these exams.
NoveEmBER 7-8, 2001 M ay 7-8, 2003
Filing deadline September 15, 2001 Filing deadline March 15, 2003
M ay 1-2, 2002 NoveEmMBER 5-6, 2003
Filing deadline March 15, 2002 Filing deadline September 15, 2003
NoveEMBER 6-7, 2002 M ay 5-6, 2004
Filing deadline September 15, 2002 Filing deadline March 15, 2001
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" Concervep CPA NEwWork

Offering CONFIDEN'TIA] assistanceto CPAs,
exam candidates, and accounting students
who may haveadrug or alcohol dependency

problem or mental health issues.
Thenetwork issponsored by the TSCPA and isendor sed by the Boar d.

For information call

(BO0) Z289-7d053

LEGAL NOTICE: Theidentity and communications and fact of member ship of anyone attending thisgroup
are confidential and protected under penalty of law under Chapter 467 of the Texas Health and Safety Code.

N J
sexa] ‘uIsNy
¥£8 'ON Hwed N
predefesod SN 006€-T0/8. SexaL ‘unsny f;f# o
31vd XNg 00631NS ‘g oMo ‘sdnepenogee [ 24N | ]

£oUeIunodY 21jand Jo preogarissexal Ty, T 4
g




Candidate Chronicle- April 2001

CANDIDATES MUST COMPLETE THE

Grade Reporting and
Statistical Questionnaire

ACH TEXAS EXAM CANDIDATE IS REQUIRED TO COMPLETE THE UNIFORM

CPA Examination Grade Reporting and Statistical Questionnaire.

This form, which is mailed with each photo admittance card, must be turned in at the
examination site prior to taking the exam. The National Association of State Boards of
Accountancy analyzesthe completed formsto determine the performances of the

graduates of the various colleges and universities acrossthe country. Theindi-
vidual educational institutions may then use the information to evaluate their
accounting programs.

The questionnaire asks about such matters as the candidate’ s educational
and CPA exam history, including:

IMPORTARNT
REMINDER

[] thelevel of education and type of degree(s); Be sure to have your question—
[ the name of the college or university where most of the candidate’'s naire completed and readv to
accounting education wasreceived, hand P . y
[7 the number of hours earned; i U G (.)ur s;:ctwn R
L[] thecandidate’sexam history (timessat and credits previously earned); \_ L0 G LO2 EID WL
[ type(s) review coursestaken in preparation for the exam, if any; and
[ expensesincurred intaking the exam (lodging, meals, transportation) and milestrav-
eled totheexam site.
The Board asks each candidate to have the questionnaire completed and ready to turnin
to aproctor upon entering the examination room. |
e N
MAY 2001 |
YA TQ
)\ ~ LOCATIONS
: - - Arlington
Uniform CPA Examination Schedule Arlington
ConventionCenter:
Austin.
Palmer Auditorium
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY El P
May 2, 2001 May 3, 2001 Hawthorn Inn & Suites
i : i Houston
5 BusinessLawe . Accounting « Reporting George R. Brown
rofessional Responsibilities (ARE) Condntionicarnes
(LPR) 8:30 AM - 12 NOON
9:00 Am - 12 NOON . : : L b|5 UkbeO%k t
- Financial Accounting GRLDCH R & ~EnieL
Auditing (AUD) & Reporting (FAR) San Antonio
1:30 pm - 6:00 PM 1:30 pM - 6:00 PM Live Oak Civic Center
- )
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in the exam room

he following items are not per-

mitted in the secure area of the
examination room before, during, or
after the CPA examination:

] books, notes, outlines, or study
material;

] dictionaries, calcul ators, watch/
caculators, or rulers;

] radios, pocket pagers, cellular
telephones, laptop computers,
or other electronic devices;

] hats, caps, handbags, purses,
briefcases, large wallets, or pa
per bags, pens, highlighters; or

-

Board implements
new examination

SEGURITY
MEASURES

n an effort to strengthen security

during the Uniform CPA Examina-
tion, the Board has implemented two
new policies beginning with the May
2001 exam:

L7 Any candidate seeking admittance
to the exam room after the offi-
cia start of the exam must receive
authorization from an on-site
Board representative.

[7 No candidate will be permitted to
terminate the exam and turn in
exam papers until two hours after
the official start time for the ses-
sion.

[ Candidates will be permitted to
leave the examination room only

ook for your
PHOT®
L.D.

1IN the mail

food or beveragesnot purchased if the designated restrooms and

at the exam site. concession areas are not in the

9 ) exam room. 4]
~

P—IOTO ID CARDS FOR THE
May 2-3, 2001 examination
were al mailed by April 16. If
you have not received your card,
contact us at:

(512) 305-7851.

You must have your photo ID
and one other form of identifica-
tion to enter the examination
room. |




